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Executive Summary 

This briefing examines Cameroon’s challenging economic, business, security and legal environment. It 
concludes that international partners, donor institutions and investors should be cautious about 
engaging with Cameroon. Regarding business in particular, even firms with experience of working in 
unstable, corrupt and underdeveloped countries are recommended to carefully consider before 
investing in Cameroon. Notable concerns are: 

• A deteriorating security situation with waning confidence the government will engage in a 
peace process, such as the Canada-facilitated talks announced on January 20, 2023; 

• A track record of unfulfilled government promises to address its officials’ corruption; 
• Decades of economic stagnation despite great potential for growth; 
• Cameroon’s growing military links with Russia; 
• The unreliability of basic infrastructure and utilities; 
• Cameroon’s opaque banking system; 
• Lengthy and expensive export requirements; 
• A biased and unpredictable legal system; 
• The difficulty of enforcing contracts and legal title to property; 
• Criminality, banditry, piracy, arson, kidnapping and insurgencies put staff in danger, adding 

legal liability issues to the costs of doing business. 

 

Transparency International, measuring corruption, ranks Cameroon 142nd out of 180 nations.  

The World Justice Project, assessing legal systems in practice (rather than their written legal codes), 
ranks Cameroon 134th out of 140 countries; worse than Myanmar, Sudan and Iran. 

The World Economic Forum, which measures bribery, ranks Cameroon as 104th out of 140 states. 

The Mo Ibrahim Index 2022 ranks Cameroon as 36th out of 54 African countries, placing it in its worst 
category and commenting that governance (safety, rule of law, participation and human rights, 
sustainable economic opportunity, human development) continues to deteriorate. 

The World Bank ranks Cameroon 167th out of 190 countries it monitors for ease of doing business 
(worse than in its previous report), and 146th on the ability to enforce contracts.  

The Economist Intelligence Unit which measures business risk, places Cameroon 155th out of 167 
countries surveyed.  

The Global Innovation Index ranks Cameroon 121st out of 132 nations (a decline on the previous 
analysis). 

http://www.transparency.org/en/countries/cameroon
https://worldjusticeproject.org/rule-of-law-index/global
https://www.weforum.org/reports/the-global-competitiveness-report-2016-2017-1/#:%7E:text=The%20Global%20%EE%80%80Competitiveness%EE%80%81%20Report%E2%80%99s%20%EE%80%80competitiveness%EE%80%81%20ranking%20is%20based,country-level%20data%20covering%2012%20categories%20%E2%80%93%20the%20
https://assets.iiag.online/2022/2022-Index-Report.pdf
https://archive.doingbusiness.org/en/data/exploreeconomies/cameroon#DB_ge
https://country.eiu.com/cameroon
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo-pub-2000-2022-section1-en-gii-2022-at-a-glance-global-innovation-index-2022-15th-edition.pdf
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Introduction 

Cameroon is blessed with natural resources, including 50 active offshore oil fields, liquefied natural gas 
(LNG), bauxite, iron ore, timber, and hydro. This should offer the Central African nation great potential 
prosperity if exploited properly and transparently. However, the ongoing deteriorating security 
environment, government mismanagement and systemic corruption make it unlikely this potential can 
be realized without substantial and sustained reform. For example, news sources reported recently on 
Cameroon's embezzlement of Covid-19 funds provided by the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

There are attractive opportunities for inward investment in extractive industries, engineering and 
agriculture in Cameroon. However, the safety threats to international and local staff and facilities 
prompt concerns about legal liability in the event of injury, death or damage to property. 

Western companies familiar with violent contexts and underdeveloped nations may believe they are 
well-equipped to handle countries burdened by corruption, poor infrastructure, opaque banking and 
legal systems, and security concerns. However, doing business in Cameroon currently presents 
challenges of a different magnitude.   

According to the Economist Intelligence Unit, “The government faces serious political risks stemming 
from the country’s restive provinces,” potentially leading to a full-blown civil war. When the former UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet visited in 2019, she concluded the situation 
“risks spiralling completely out of control.” For several years, the Norwegian Refugee Council has ranked 
the “Anglophone Crisis” (see final page of report) as one of the world’s most neglected conflicts. 

Cameroon receives military aid, training and equipment from several Western nations, ostensibly to 
fight Boko Haram Islamist militants in the Lake Chad region adjacent to Cameroon’s Far North region. 
However, there is evidence that substantial security assets have been transferred from the Far North to 
fight the Anglophone insurgency in Cameroon’s two English-speaking regions: the North West (NW) and 
South West (SW). Thus, military assets provided by Western donor nations for the fight against the 
Islamist insurgency threatening the Sahel have been usurped to fight the Anglophone rebellion. 
Cameroon’s failure to resolve the Anglophone Crisis detracts from its ability to effectively fight Boko 
Haram, which generates negative spillovers for neighbors and harms economies. 

Weeks after Russia invaded Ukraine, Cameroon renewed a comprehensive military agreement with 
Moscow, receiving training, weapons and other equipment including intelligence-gathering technology. 
The Wagner Group, sanctioned by Western countries for atrocities in Ukraine and African countries, 
uses Douala, Cameroon’s Atlantic port, as its point of access for import of equipment and export of 
commodities extracted from Central African Republic. These growing links with Moscow may cause 
Western nations to reassess Cameroon’s trustworthiness as a political and security partner. On all 
occasions when the UN General Assembly voted about Russia’s illegal invasion of Ukraine, Cameroon 
chose to be absent or abstain. More generally, attempts by Western nations to placate Cameroon’s 
government, via funding and a reluctance to push for reform, have not dissuaded Cameroon from 
deepening ties with Russia, and there is no evidence that continuing to gingerly treat the Cameroon 
government will generate more favorable results in the future. 

For Western businesses that are assessing the risks and rewards of engaging in Cameroon, this report 
points out various impediments to running a successful project, including the legal liability risks 
concerning staff and property due to the conflict situation.   

https://independent.ng/cameroon-investigates-missing-335m-covid-19-funds/
https://country.eiu.com/cameroon
http://www.nrc.no/countries/africa/nrc-in-cameroon/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/11/22/cameroons-government-is-deceiving-the-west-while-diverting-foreign-aid/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/04/27/cameroon-russia-military-deal-biya-putin-france/
http://www.theafricareport.com/275235/car-cameroon-an-investigation-into-the-wagner-groups-african-financial-model/
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ECONOMY 

The Cameroonian economy largely depends on oil and LNG extraction. It also relies on exports of timber, 
bauxite and iron ore. It is therefore vulnerable to the volatility of the international commodity markets 
and fluctuating energy prices. Recently, the Economist Intelligence Unit gave Cameroon between B and 
CCC ratings, concluding, “The economy is heavily exposed to shocks, given its dependence on 
commodity exports and external demand from the Eurozone and emerging markets.” 

Most Western companies operating in the extractive industries are accustomed to such volatility. What 
is noteworthy about the business environment in Cameroon is the way in which the violence in the NW 
and SW regions has persisted and spread. Many of the oil and LNG reserves are in the unstable regions 
engulfed by the Anglophone conflict between armed separatists and the Francophone-dominated 
government. No Western extractive company should be under the impression that work in those 
regions is risk-free or manageable. 

Western companies that are considering whether or not to invest in Cameroon should bear this in mind, 
as should those already working there. Media censorship may stop the worst of the conflict being 
reported in the French-speaking areas. Francophone Cameroonians are surprisingly unaware of the 
extent of the disruption, destruction and anger in Anglophone regions. The government’s strategy to 
crush dissent instead fuelled increasingly violent discontent and narrowed the political space for 
peaceful moderate Anglophone voices. By refusing to dialogue in good faith with non-state armed 
separatist groups or moderate Anglophones, the administration of President Paul Biya has recently 
spurred another uptick in violent insurgency, with a continued negative effect on the economy. It is 
noteworthy that at the same time the government denied the nascent Canada peace talks, it announced 
a recruitment drive for an extra 9,500 security forces.  

An International Finance Corporation report of December 2022 reinforces that, “[t]he crisis in the North 
and South West regions has triggered a decline in production of important crops such as cocoa, coffee 
and bananas, halting production by the Cameroon Development Corporation as well. Absent this 
security crisis, it is estimated that the growth rate of tax revenue and GDP in the country would have 
been 0.5 and 0.3 points higher.” 

 

CORRUPTION & THE DISAPPEARANCE OF IMF COVID FUNDS 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, the IMF approved a grant of US $689.5 million to Cameroon’s Special 
National Solidarity Fund. Much of the money vanished or was misspent. Following this Covid-19 scandal, 
the IMF called for an independent audit, stipulating that such an audit would be essential before any 
further dispersal of IMF economic assistance to Cameroon. The IMF expressed its concern about the 
Cameroon authorities’ absence of centralised traceability, the lack of transparency regarding conditions 
for awarding Covid contracts and the difficulty for auditors to collect reliable accounting information. 
The IMF further stated that “steadfast commitment to strengthen transparency and good governance 
and reduce corruption risks will be crucial.” 

Diplomatic pressure pushed the government to investigate the grant’s disappearance (enquiries and 
scrutiny are unusual in Cameroon), and the Chambre des Comptes du Cameroun duly published an audit 
of the Fund in November 2021. The first audit focused on the special appropriation account of the 

https://country.eiu.com/cameroon
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099945102202316750/idu0429f0760047b504b6c0920d0b854326d2e2f
http://www.theafricareport.com/185356/cameroon-imf-awaits-new-audit-on-covid-19-fund-management/amp/
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National Solidarity Fund to Fight Covid in 2020, most of which was allocated to the Ministry of Health 
and Ministry of Finance. The report made 30 recommendations, opened 14 proceedings into 
mismanagement and transmitted 12 cases to the Ministry of Justice. This report was followed by a 
second report on the funds allocated to another 20 ministries in September 2022.  

One example of the government’s malfeasance cited in the second audit is symptomatic: the dispersal 
of francs CFA 424.5 million (US $687,500) in funds to improve food security during the pandemic. Money 
was handed to 64 individuals, including a minister, two parliamentarians, a colonel, and a financial 
official, none of whom had a direct connection to agriculture. There was no monitoring of where the 
money was used.  

Commenting on the first audit, Human Rights Watch researcher Sarah Saadoun wrote in August 2021, 
“The sudden desire to account for Covid-19 money is a positive sign that the IMF and Cameroonian 
government are paying greater attention to transparency and accountability as they negotiate a third 
loan since the start of the pandemic. But unless the audits and investigations are independent and 
credible, the IMF risks falling for check-the-box exercises.” 

As of March 2023, there is no sign that any of the recommendations have been enacted. Instead, in 
January 2023, Cameroon hosted a regional conference on transparency and accountability, at the 
suggestion of the IMF. The conference occurred at the same time the IMF was considering a further 
dispersal of US $74.6m in funds to Cameroon in March 2023. It has now been reported that the IMF staff 
report recommends granting these funds. 

In light of the Covid scandal, and given the IMF’s statement cited above that a “steadfast commitment 
to…reduce corruption risks will be crucial,” it is surprising that the IMF plans to continue to disperse 
money to the Cameroon government without requiring it to meet sufficient benchmarks on 
transparency or accountability. The Cameroon authorities appear not to have made their practices more 
honest, transparent or accountable, beyond holding a performative conference on the subject. 

There is no evidence that the Cameroon authorities have taken any action to prevent further theft and 
mismanagement of funds received from international donors. The recent assassination of two 
journalists investigating corruption, allegedly with government participation or complicity,  further 
indicates a lack of commitment to improve accountability on the part of the authorities. 

 

CORRUPTION & DOING BUSINESS 

The anti-corruption watchdog Transparency International provides a sobering summary of its 
conclusions about doing business in Cameroon, which it gives its lowest rating. Cameroon has often 
promised international institutions that it will address corruption, in addition to signing sundry 
international conventions on transparency. Yet, corruption in Cameroon is systemic, with 72% of those 
questioned saying it has become worse in the past 12 months. 

Western companies intending to work overseas often look for local partners or fixers to handle the 
practical aspects of doing business and establishing a base. In recent years Cameroon has suffered from 
brain drain as talented people depart. The result is a shortage of qualified local staff. 

https://chambredescomptes-cm.translate.goog/autres-rapports/?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/04/23/cameroon-ensure-credible-inquiry-covid-19-funds
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/imf-cameroon-reach-746-mln-staff-level-agreement-statement-2023-01-30/#:~:text=IMF%20and%20Cameroon%20reach%20%2474.6%20mln%20staff%2Dlevel%20agreement%20%2D%20statement,-Reuters&text=DAKAR%2C%20Jan%2030%20(Reu
http://www.reuters.com/world/africa/un-concerned-over-cameroon-press-safety-after-second-journalist-killed-2023-02-07/
https://rsf.org/en/more-damning-evidence-martinez-zogo-murder-investigation-cameroon
http://www.transparency.org/en/countries/cameroon
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The international community, recognising the extent of corruption in Cameroon, has financed various 
initiatives to tackle the problem. However, Transparency International concludes that the nation 
“shows little progress in modernising its fiscal and tributary system or making it transparent.”  
Cameroon has adopted laws on corruption, conflicts of interest, asset declaration, procurement, and 
more. It also has a National Anti-Corruption Commission and a National Financial Investigation Agency, 
both appointed by President Biya. Critics suggest these bodies are merely performative. More effective 
is the Ministry of Public Contracts and Public Procurement Regulation Agency, in which World Bank 
consultants have intervened.   

The GAN Business Anti-Corruption Portal warns: “Companies should beware that legal rights, including 
contract and property claims, can be difficult to protect due to extensive corruption in courts. The 
process of dispute settlement is ineffective and oppressive as a result of courts being unreliable, very 
slow and selective in enforcing legislation. Companies also find the courts to be inefficient when it 
comes to challenging government regulations.”  

The International Finance Corporation, a division of the World Bank, reports that Cameroon runs a high 
risk of debt default, euphemistically highlighting the importance of “further strengthening of public debt 
management” and “judicious management of state-owned enterprises.” The report stresses the 
importance of developing the private sector, criticizing the dominant role played by state-owned 
enterprises as “unsustainable,” distorting the “equity of the playing field.” Appearing throughout the 
report, the word “stagnation” is used to describe the Cameroon economy.  

In 2022, mining conglomerate Glencore was convicted of bribing officials in several African countries 
including Cameroon. Anecdotally, it is suggested that Shell and Total “walked away” from Cameroon 
because of corruption and appalling infrastructure, in addition to decreasing productivity. 

The most comprehensive study of the barriers to doing business in Cameroon is produced by the World 
Bank. Its report, Doing Business in Cameroon, is worth quoting at length. The Bank ranks Cameroon 
167th out of 190 countries (a deterioration since the previous assessment)—in company with Somalia, 
Yemen, Haiti, Democratic Republic of Congo, Afghanistan, South Sudan, Venezuela and Central African 
Republic: 

• Registering ownership of property takes an average 81 days compared to 1 day in New 
Zealand or 52 days in the average sub-Saharan economy.  

• Paying taxes consumes an average of 624 hours a year, compared to 49 in Singapore and 
280 in the rest of sub-Saharan Africa. The corporate tax rate is 33% of profits or 2.2% of 
turnover, whichever is the higher. The total tax and contributions rate as a percentage of 
profits is 57.7% versus an African average of 47.3%. 

• Exporting goods is particularly arduous in Cameroon. It takes twice as long (202 hours) to 
complete border compliance documents in Cameroon than in the average sub-Saharan 
country (97 hours). It is also costly to pay for export documents (averaging US $306 
compared with $172 for sub-Saharan Africa versus $35 for the OECD). It also takes an 
average of 66 hours to go through the compliance process. 

Any interface with public servants can require payment of a bribe. Transparency International surveyed 
Cameroonians about their dealings with local and national government officials in positions to grant 
licenses or services: 48% had paid a bribe in the previous 12 months.  

http://www.transparency.org/en/countries/cameroon
http://www.ganintegrity.com/portal/country-profiles/cameroon/
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099945102202316750/idu0429f0760047b504b6c0920d0b854326d2e2f
http://www.sfo.gov.uk/2022/11/03/glencore-energy-uk-ltd-will-pay-280965092-95-million-over-400-million-usd-after-an-sfo-investigation-revealed-it-paid-us-29-million-in-bribes-to-gain-preferential-access-to-oil-in-africa/
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Crude-Oil/Cameroon-West-Africas-Latest-Oil-Battleground.html
https://archive.doingbusiness.org/en/data/exploreeconomies/cameroon#DB_ge
http://www.transparency.org/en/countries/cameroon
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The most recent World Bank-Enterprise Survey (2016) found firms in Cameroon spent more time 
dealing with government regulations and obtaining licenses than in 2009, when they completed their 
previous survey of more than 300 companies. The percentage of senior management time spent dealing 
with regulations (“time tax”) increased from 7% in 2009 to at least 18% in 2016. Furthermore, this figure 
is much higher than the average for firms in sub-Saharan Africa (9%). Senior management in a large firm 
spends far more time dealing with regulations than in small or medium firms. “Time tax” is 32% among 
large-sized firms, 13% for medium-sized firms, and 18% for small-sized firms.  

Commenting on the banking system, the Economist Intelligence Unit warns it is undermined by a high 
level of non-performing loans and exposure to the public sector which has been hit hard by weak oil 
revenue. There is a “poor business climate, weak regulation and insufficient information on borrowers, 
particularly for small businesses.” 

According to an expatriate in the energy sector contacted in the preparation of this report, “It is really 
hard to set up a business in Cameroon. Most projects end up being delayed or unrealised because of the 
bureaucracy and corruption.”  

 

CORRUPTION & THE WAR ECONOMY 

The Anglophone Crisis has allowed Cameroon’s military, gendarmerie, and police to extort significant 
amounts of money every day at road checkpoints, legion posts, and stations. All must contend with daily 
extortion, making the business environment challenging.  

Commercial goods being transported are often subject to high “taxes” at roadblocks set up by security 
forces and non-state armed separatist fighters, and private passengers traveling in the NW and SW 
regions are also regularly extorted and threatened by both representatives of the government and 
separatist groups, all evidence of the ongoing “war economy.” 

According to local sources interviewed for this report, soldiers posted at roadblocks near Bamenda, the 
capital of the NW region, charge a daily rate of the equivalent of US $1.65 at each checkpoint. Traveling 
20 kilometres through the 10 barricades between Bamenda and nearby Bali is an expensive undertaking 
in a region where most people earn the equivalent of $1.00-2.00 a day. In Buea, the capital of the SW 
region, small vehicles are $4.00 daily, buses are $6.00, trucks are $7.00 and business vehicles 
transporting goods are $9.00. In some cases, checkpoints are mounted by local officials “to collect 
money from drivers and share it with the soldiers,” suggesting that this practice may extend through the 
hierarchy. 

According to one soldier, speaking anonymously: “Any soldier who doesn’t make a huge sum of money 
dubiously from the two conflict zones would be considered a fool.” Businesses considering operations in 
Cameroon should be aware of the lawlessness and extortion of the war economy in the NW and SW 
regions.  

 

KIDNAPPING & CRIMINALITY 

Sustained violent conflict makes the NW, SW and Far North regions of Cameroon unsafe, even for local 
soldiers and police. Despite the vast sums poured into military forces to crush the insurgencies, there 

http://www.enterprisesurveys.org/en/data
https://store.eiu.com/product/country-report/cameroon
https://mimimefoinfos.com/bamenda-soldiers-ask-drivers-to-join-amba-if-they-cant-cope-with-extortion/?fbclid=IwAR3HfBjec4qieUdzw1IrbI_3NBFzbNhj8RyoW2zb22I-t8mjvbKN2jT1jHA
https://mimimefoinfos.com/north-west-separatist-blockade-of-bamenda-ndop-road-exposes-population-to-military-extortion/?fbclid=IwAR2skTFi8eI7ioAj2Bzn8hQrPt-VPAXOonB899oPNb-F2gc0UbIE5tno48g
https://mimimefoinfos.com/one-killed-as-suspected-separatists-attack-convoy-guarding-source-du-pays-trucks/
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appears to be no end in sight to these conflicts. Western business executives must contend with 
substantial risks because of corporate legal liability in the event that staff are kidnapped or killed.  

The United Kingdom Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO) advises against travel in 
large parts of Cameroon (the NW, SW and Far North, as well as the eastern border). It states: “General 
strikes (or ‘ghost towns’) are called in the North West and South West (Anglophone) regions for each 
Monday, with additional days often called in particular periods including February, May and October. 
Violence and travel disruption is regularly reported on these days. Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) 
are increasingly being used by non-state armed groups and have previously been used to target civilians 
in the North West and South West regions. There have also been a number of reported civilian fatalities 
in these regions at or near checkpoints due to accidental discharge of weapons….Political developments 
and increased tensions related to the North West and South West (Anglophone) regions could lead to 
isolated incidents of violence in other parts of the country. This could affect western interests, as well as 
places frequented by foreigners…” 

The FCDO specifically warns of kidnapping: “There have been reports of criminality including large 
armed gangs and highway bandits, stopping travellers, taking hostages.” It also warns of “increasing 
reports of piracy in the Gulf of Guinea. Take great care when travelling in coastal waters, including the 
coastline and the Douala port.” 

The US Department of State warns: “Violent crime such as armed robbery and car-jacking is common 
throughout Cameroon” with kidnapping and armed conflict in the Anglophone regions.  

The French Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs echoes concerns about terrorism and piracy, 
including the danger of traveling between Yaoundé and Douala.  

The Government of Canada warns, “Avoid all travel to the Gulf of Guinea, due to piracy and kidnappings 
by rebel groups. These attacks have become increasingly frequent, even targeting larger vessels and 
petroleum platforms.” 

 

LEGAL SYSTEM & THE ENFORCEMENT OF CONTRACTS 

Cameroon’s legal system is based on French codes and practice. Therefore, if a Western business wishes 
to pursue a commercial or contractual dispute through the courts, it is the judge, not the prosecutor or 
police, who will investigate. This works in France, but in Cameroon, the executive appoints and controls 
the judiciary, thus it lacks independence. Moreover, the court system is handicapped by lack of 
resources.  

The World Economic Forum found that 55% of those coming into contact with the judiciary paid bribes 
(a finding mirrored by Transparency International). There were long delays getting translators, where 
needed, and no time limit on cases, meaning that companies were vulnerable to malicious and time-
wasting prosecutions. Transparency International also commented on “lack of judicial capacity” and 
rampant bribery and corruption within the legal system. 

The World Bank awards the quality of Cameroon’s judicial system 5 out of 18 (worse than Democratic 
Republic of Congo, and considerably worse than the average sub-Saharan African country). Enforcing a 
contract can take 800 days, costing 46% of the value of the claim, making it much worse than war-torn 

https://www.chrda.org/chrda-report-on-the-attack-on-cdc-workers-by-unidentified-armed-men-in-tiko-south-west-region-cameroon/
http://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/cameroon
https://www.chrda.org/chrda-condemns-in-strong-terms-ied-attacks-today-in-buea-targeting-athletes-during-the-28th-edition-of-the-mount-cameroon-race-of-hope/
http://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/cameroon
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/traveladvisories/cameroon-travel-advisory.html
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/conseils-aux-voyageurs/conseils-par-pays-destination/cameroun/#derniere
https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/cameroon
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Syria. Protecting minority shareholder rights is also problematic, coupled with lack of shareholder 
information publicly available.  

Transparency International points out that Cameroon is a party to various international conventions 
which should be legally enforceable, were its judiciary independent. The Global Innovation Index 
ranked Cameroon’s rule of law at 116th out of 129 nations. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Investing in infrastructure is not a priority for the Cameroonian regime.  The Global Innovation Index 
ranked Cameroon’s supply of reliable electricity poorly (109th out of 129 countries). The World Bank 
reports that it takes an average of 50 days after payment to receive a water connection. It rates 
reliability of electricity supply as 0 on a scale of 0 to 8. Getting an electricity connection involves four 
procedures and takes 64 days. 

This is in keeping with reported experiences. Cameroonians and expatriates repeatedly mention 
“staggering power cuts,” poor maintenance and dilapidated infrastructure across the country. 

 

Conclusion 

Although Cameroonian officials portray Cameroon as a reliable partner, the international community 
should heed warnings contained in this report, based on analysis by impartial actors such as the World 
Bank. 

Economic instability, unpredictable courts, archaic banking, politically influenced contract and property 
law, systemic corruption, extortion by officials at various levels, and poor infrastructure might be 
common in less-developed countries. However, Cameroon features all of these challenges, plus a 
sustained violent insurgency. Cameroon’s rising closeness to Moscow also casts doubt on its reputation 
as a reliable partner. 

There are significant economic consequences to Cameroon’s unwillingness to find a peaceful solution to 
end the six-year-long Anglophone conflict, including its recent denial of the Canada-led talks. Prosperity 
and economic stability will remain out of reach while the violence continues. 

 

 

ANGLOPHONE CRISIS BACKGROUND 
President Paul Biya has ruled Cameroon since 1982. He has consolidated and centralized power, 
favoring the Francophone majority at the expense of the marginalised Anglophone minority (20% 
of the population). Deep-seated Anglophone grievances exploded in 2016 after President Biya 
imposed French-speaking teachers and judges on English-speaking institutions. The Cameroon 
armed forces’ disproportionate response to peaceful demonstrations only exacerbated the 
situation. Now, non-state armed separatist groups are battling security forces as they seek 
independence for their two regions, which they call “Ambazonia.” The government’s heavy-
handed military approach has polarised public opinion. Moderate Anglophone voices seeking a 

https://archive.doingbusiness.org/en/data/exploreeconomies/cameroon#DB_ge
http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/cameroon
http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/cameroon
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peaceful solution through devolution of power face threats from both the Cameroon government 
and the separatist movement.  
 
President Biya is 90 years old and in questionable health, typically spending several months each 
year in Switzerland. He has declined attempts by the Vatican, US, France, Switzerland and EU to 
engage Cameroon in credible inclusive negotiations with moderate opposition or armed separatist 
figures. On January 20, 2023, the Canadian government announced that following three private 
pre-consultations, the Cameroon government had agreed to enter talks with several non-state 
armed separatist groups. Three days later, a representative of the Cameroon government denied 
it would participate. International commentators believe the Canadian initiative is the best hope 
so far for resolving the six-year-long conflict. If Cameroon continues to refuse to negotiate, it is 
unlikely another opportunity to reach a peaceful settlement will arise. Some Cameroonian 
authorities continue to assert that separatists can be defeated by military means, despite years of 
stalemate and evidence to the contrary.  
 
Quantifying the conflict: The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) 
reports that as of February 2023, there are 628,000 internally displaced people from the NW and 
SW regions, out of a population of six million, with 87,000 having fled to Nigeria. Hundreds of 
Anglophone towns and villages have been burned or destroyed by government forces. The 
impartial rights watchdog Crisis Group estimates that over 6,000 civilians have been killed. UNICEF 
estimates that only 54% of the eligible schoolchildren in the NW and SW regions are currently in 
school. At its worst point, 1,100,000 were unable to attend school due to closures imposed by 
non-state armed separatist groups and the inability of government forces to provide a safe 
environment. The economy of the Anglophone regions has also been devastated by the conflict, 
with Monday closures of all shops, markets, offices and transport, violently enforced by 
separatists. Lockdowns for a week or longer are sometimes enforced by separatists as well, 
halting commercial activity for extended periods. 

 

 

Compiled by The Global Campaign for Peace & Justice in Cameroon, March 4, 2023 

https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/cameroon/
http://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon
https://reliefweb.int/report/cameroon/unicef-cameroon-humanitarian-situation-report-no-4-2-february-2023
https://gcpjc.wordpress.com/
https://www.journalducameroun.com/en/cameroon-anglophone-crisis-cdc-drops-exports-to-18121-tonnes-of-banana/
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