
Recent Worrying Increase in Repressive Trends in Cameroon  (January 31, 2022) 
 
Cameroon is facing crises in many of its regions, most notably the North-West and South-West 
Anglophone conflict. The following developments are exacerbating, and inflamed by, Cameroon’s crises: 
 

• University lecturers under scrutiny 
 
A leaked letter reveals that the Presidency asked the Ministry of Higher Education to investigate 
lecturers at the Universities of Bamenda and Buea in the Anglophone Regions for alleged 
“sponsorship of separatist activities.” A December 16, 2021, document shows that the University 
of Bamenda had to submit names and phone numbers of all lecturers and administrative staff to 
the ministry. According to news outlet Mimi Mefo Info, “[i]t is feared phone calls, text messages 
and mobile money transactions of these university workers will be hacked into.”  

 
• Intimidation of human rights defenders 

 
In early December 2021, Maximilienne Ngo Mbe, a renowned human rights defender who 
recently won the International Women of Courage Award from the US Secretary of State, was 
told to report to the police station in Douala for an investigation into the activities of her civil-
society group REDHAC. Ngo Mbe, like many rights activists, has been summoned to the police 
station multiple times over the past year as a means to intimidate her. 

 
• Attempt to stop CSO-organized event for peace and national reconciliation 

 
In December 2021, the government tried to prevent an event advocating for peace and national 
reconciliation in Cameroon from holding in Yaoundé. The event, organized by REDHAC along 
with CHRDA, the CADHP, and Brot für die Welt, did not receive authorization to hold in the 
selected venue. At the last minute, the organizers found a church in which to hold the event. 

 
• Threats to Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) 

 
On December 25, 2021, Cameroonian security forces at Nguti Checkpoint stopped an MSF 
ambulance which was transporting a wounded patient to a hospital in Mutengene. The Governor 
of the South-West Region said that the wounded patient was a separatist general and accused 
MSF of helping a terrorist. A Ministry of Defence press release threatened to review the presence 
of MSF in the South-West Region. It is of note that the government previously suspended MSF 
from operating in the North-West Region, causing the organization to pull out. In a press release 
following the Nguti incident, MSF stated that it sought and received military clearance for its 
ambulance to move the patient and reinforced that it treats all wounded, regardless of affiliation. 

 
• Sentencing of opposition party members 

 
On December 29, 2021, the Yaoundé military tribunal sentenced 47 members of the opposition 
MRC party for between 1 and 7 years in jail. The activists were first arrested in September 2020 
for planning peaceful protests against the government of President Biya. Police initially arrested 
more than 500 people across the country, and 124 remain in detention. The charges levied against 
the 47 individuals sentenced include rebellion and attempted insurrection. Four members of Stand 
Up for Cameroon were also sentenced to 16 months for attempted insurrection. 
 

• Denunciations of media reports 



 
In response to a France 24 report in late 2021 about inflation causing food prices in Cameroon to 
rise dramatically and families not being able to feed themselves, Cameroon’s Communications 
Minister released a communiqué denouncing the allegations. It stated that France 24’s report was 
intended to create chaos and provoke Cameroonians to rise up. This drastic government response 
underlines the narrow space in which both local and international media operates in Cameroon. 
 

• Arbitrary arrests continue 
 

In early December 2021, a man called Germanus Gyeh Tembom was arrested in Mbengwi on 
suspicion of dealing with separatist fighters. His whereabouts are still unknown. On January 3, 
2022, Barrister Ndifonchowara Denis was arrested for appearing as counsel for a suspected 
separatist fighter. On January 12, Reverend Father Tobias Bekong was beaten and abducted by 
members of the BIR, with no reason given, before being released. In mid-January, journalist 
Franck Eric Diffo was arrested by police, allegedly for writing about a FECAFOOT agent 
accused of immoral acts. Ex-CRTV director Ahmadou Vamoulké is now in his sixth year of 
detention without a sentence.  
 

• Extrajudicial killings continue 
 

Both Cameroonian armed forces and non-state armed separatist groups have been documented to 
commit extrajudicial killings and executions in the context of the Anglophone Crisis. On 
December 10, 2021, four civilians were arrested by the military during a raid in Chomba, 
Bamenda, North-West Region. The four individuals disappeared for weeks before their bodies 
were found decomposing inside a building. A local farmer who the military arrested on December 
10, 2021, accusing him of being a separatist, was confirmed dead after two weeks in detention. 

 
President Biya’s annual speech on December 31, 2021, promised a doubling of efforts to suppress armed 
separatist fighters in the Anglophone regions. Despite evidence of frequent crimes against humanity, Biya 
applauded the defence and security forces and called on the population to collaborate with them. 
 
Suggested actions 
 

1. Urge the Cameroonian government to allow MSF to continue its operations without interference, 
to provide life-saving assistance to any and all who are wounded or ill; 

 
2. Alert the Cameroonian government that you have concerns about intimidation and imprisonment 

of university lecturers, human-rights defenders, and opposition party members. It is their duty to 
ensure legal protection of these figures plus lawyers, journalists, and civil society in Cameroon; 

 
3. Suspend military equipment sales to, and training of, the Cameroonian defence and security 

forces due to their ongoing abuses of civilians; 
 

4. Remind Cameroon’s military leadership that the principle of Command Responsibility could 
implicate them in crimes against humanity under International Humanitarian Law.  

 
Thank you for your consideration, and for your continued efforts for Cameroon, 
 
The Global Campaign for Peace & Justice in Cameroon 
L'Action mondiale pour la paix et la justice au Cameroun 
https://cameroonpeacejustice.ca/ 


